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Thematic excursion chtour 

          
Canton of Jura and Bernese Jura: Landscapes  and borders  

Departure at 9.00 from Berne, return to Berne at about 19.00. Registration requested. Saturdays and Sundays. 

For the same tour on a weekday please register six weeks in advance.  

The Jura Mountains are a mountain range that has been folding up due to the formation of the Alps, very much 

like a carpet pushed against a wall. 

 

Franches-Montagnes: open meadows with the only genuinely Swiss race of horses 

The Jura region, more precisely the former Prince-Bishopric (Fürstbistum) of Basel, included in the canton of 

Berne in 1815 as compensation for the territories of Aargau and Vaud, has also been in the 1970ies and the 

1990ies an area where conflicts arouse around the idea to create a new canton Jura and the delimitation of its 

borders. A new vote in the Jura region in November 2013 confirmed that the inhabitants of the Jura bernois 

refuse to join the Canton du Jura in spite of the common French language. The excursion will help visitors 

understand why cantonal identities in Switzerland are not simply determined by language. They will also hear 

about the ways that helped to politically solve a conflict between a government and a separatist movement.   

 

One century ago, at the beginning of World War I, another border worried 

the Swiss: their national border in the Ajoie district with its gentle hilly 

landscape. At the beginning of the war, German troops were 

concentrated on the Eastern side of the district, in the Sundgau area of 

Alsace, while the French had their troops at its Western side. In order to 

defend the neutral position of Switzerland, the Swiss army had to prevent 

that one of the parties attacked the enemy through this tiny portion of 

Swiss territory. A monument erected in 1924 remembered the occupation 

of the borders by the Swiss army from 1914 to 1918. But the monument 

called “the Sentinel”, designed by Charles L’Eplattenier, teacher of Le 

Corbusier, was taken down by pro-Jura separatist youth several times, the 

last time in 1989. They damaged and finally destroyed the monument that 

they saw as a symbol of Swiss-German militarism. 
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While we visit the Jura and try to understand the dynamics of conflicts, divisions and institutional solutions, the 

Atlas historique du Jura, published in 2012 by the Société d’émulation jurassienne in Porrentruy, will be of some 

help.  

During the excursion, we first drive from Bern to Biel via Aarberg and Nidau. The Zihl River between Nidau and 

the truly bilingual city of Biel/Bienne had been the national border of Switzerland between 1798 and 1815 

when the Prince-bishopric belonged to France as Département du Mont-Terrible, later as Département du 

Haut-Rhin. We stop in the old town of Biel, short introduction into the history of the city and the Jura region. 

The next stop is in the Taubenloch canyon and on the Pierre Pertuis Pass, where we witness the development 

of the transportation from the Roman times until today. Then, we visit the church of the former Bellelay 

monastery. Lunch at the Hôtel de l’Ours opposite the monastery. 

   

We continue across the cantonal border to Delémont, capital of the new canton, we see its old town and visit 

its Musée jurassien with a well presented exhibition about the seven most known clichés of the Jura. 

We continue to the Rangiers Pass where the “Sentinel” monument once stood and use a Swiss military map of 

1900 in order to grasp the military situation at the beginning of World War I. Continuation to St. Ursanne 

where we visit the medieval city and its old church with its beautiful cloister.  

On our way back, our customers chose. We can taste the local BFM beer at Saignelégier, for instance in the 

sympathetic Café du Soleil (a bottle sells at 35 USD in New York according to the NY Times), we can stop at 

Mont Soleil with its solar and wind energy installations, we can also pop over at Espace noir at St. Imier that 

reconnects with the anarchist tradition of the St. Imier valley of the 1860-ies and 1870-ies when under the 

influence of the Russian revolutionary Mikhaïl Bakunin, an International Workers Association dared to 

contradict Karl Marx. 

  

Boundary stone of the Bellelay monastery close to Saulcy, bridge over the Doubs River in St. Ursanne 


