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Thematic excursion chtour 

 

Bern’s rule in Vaud 

Two rather unknown castles and a Swiss waterway of the 17th century  

Departure at 9.00 from Berne, return to Berne at about 19.00. Registration requested. Saturdays and Sundays. 

For the same tour on a weekday please register six weeks in advance. For groups of 10 to 16 persons only. 

 

Bern ruled over most of the territory of 

today’s canton de Vaud from 1536 to 

1798. How was Bern’s rule? Bern 

promoted protestant ethics together with 

protestant refugees from France and 

created conditions for economic growth. 

Travellers of the time mention the good 

roads. Bern used French in its dealings 

with the local population. And Vaud 

played a role in the age of Enlightenment, 

as shown for instance by the publication 

of the 58 volumes of the Encyclopédie 

d’Yverdon from 1770 to 1780.  

But in 1798, the population of Vaud got rid of Bernese tutelage and with the entry of French troops, the ancien 

régime in Bern and all over Switzerland was swept away. A prominent place in Bern’s cathedral commemorates 

those that defended the old order. An end to Bern’s rule had not been planned. In the table above showing the 

coat of arms of Bern’s bailiffs in Oron, there is space for Bernese bailiffs till the 21
st

 century.  

In Oron, the president of the association that owns the 

castle expects us.  Oron was a marketplace on the road from 

Rome to Aventicum (today Avenches), the capital of the 

province Helvetia, but has lost its significance later, and 

today, trains do not stop anymore at Oron’s station. The 

castle had been built by a local noble family, later it 

belonged to the counts of Gruyère. After Bern took over 

Vaud in 1536, the castle was bought by Bern to become the 

seat of Bern’s administration in 1557. We hear interesting 

stories about the castle and its inhabitants during the visit.  

 

From the green field and pastures of Oron, we drive to 

the steep wineyards of the Lavaux area above Lake 

Geneva that once belonged to Oron, and from there to 

the line that divides the Rhone and the Rhine basin. At 

the lowest point of this continental divide, private 

investors and Dutch engineers built a waterway for the 

transportation of goods in the 17th century, with the 

blessing of Bern. The canal was functioning for almost 

two centuries between Cossonay and Yverdon, but the 

steepest part down to Morges was never completed.  
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The privately operated Canal d’Entreroches never made a profit. We enjoy the particular landscape next to the 

former canal that is disappearing slowly under the vegetation.  

        

 

Not far from the former canal (left), we also visit the small but spectacular canyon at the place where the rivers 

Veyron (right side) and the river Venoge join. A refreshing and short walk.  

                 

Lunch in gthe medieval city of Romainmôtier where we also visit the . Different variants exist for the 

continuation: La Sarraz castle (left side: the Bernese wife of the local baron de Gingens) – is an option between 

April and October, while Yverdon castle (right side: antechamber of the Bernese bailiff) is open the whole year. 

Another option is a visit of the old city of Orbe (from the Latin Urbs, city) and of the Roman mosaics outside 

Orbe (open from Easter to the end of October).  

Also, close to La Sarraz, we briefly stop at an inconspicuous place called „Le Milieu du Monde“ that gave its 

name to the 1974 movie with the same title of the famous Swiss film maker Alain Tanner. 

 


