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Thematic excursion chtour   

 

Solothurn and Mariastein 

The mercenary trade, the châteaux of the patrician families, and religion  

Departure at 9.00 from Berne, return to Berne at about 19.00. Registration requested. Saturdays and 

Sundays. For the same tour on a weekday please register six weeks in advance.  

 

In the morning, we drive through the rural southern part of the 

canton to the cantonal capital Solothurn. The city claims to be 

the oldest in Switzerland.  

Salodurum was a roman settlement and played a role in the 

early Middle Ages, particularly in the kingdom of Burgundy. 

Emperor Conrad II assembled the three estates and the free 

cities of the Empire in Solothurn in 1038 in order to introduce 

his successor. Solothurn then joined the Swiss Confederation in 

1481. Today, Solothurn presents itself as „Switzerland’s finest 

baroque city“. The rich baroque churches and palaces are a 

legacy of a past when the ambassadors of France to the Swiss 

Confederation were based in Solothurn (1530 to 1789).  

We start our visit with a walk in the inner city of Solothurn, we see the old arsenal, the clock tower, 

the building next to the Aare River where goods arriving by boat were unloaded, and we visit St. 

Ursus cathedral and the Jesuits church, with its façade funded by the French king Louis XIV.  

In the summer residence Waldegg that belonged to one of the patrician families of Solothurn, we see 

the exhibition dedicated to the link between patrician wealth and the trade in Swiss mercenaries for 

the French kings.  

  

Waldegg château            Blumenstein château 
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When Waldegg is closed, we visit the Blumenstein château instead, the summer residence of 

another patrician family. Blumenstein today is a museum dedicated to the history of the city of 

Solothurn.  We then visit the Kreuzen chapel built in the times of the Counter-Reformation. Inside the 

chapel, as a building within the building, we can see a model of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in 

Jerusalem. A few steps from the chapel lays the hermitage dedicated to Saint Verena in the Saint 

Verena gorge. Saint Verena was a legendary martyr from Thebes in Egypt who had come to 

Solothurn during Roman times, like Saint Ursus who is buried in the cathedral.  

 

Kreuzen 

 

Rest under a palm tree 

Lunch. Then we drive the 

steep road up to 

Weissenstein (1284 m 

above the sea), from 

where we have a perfect 

view if the weather is 

clear (detour if the road 

is closed in winter). We 

reach Mariastein, a 

popular place of 

pilgrimage and 

monastery that belongs 

to Solothurn but is a few 

steps from the border 

with France. Introduction 

and visit.  

If you happen to dream of holidays under palm trees, you can sit under a painted palm tree in one of 

the chapels in Mariastein. The painter refers to a verse of the bible (Song of Songs 7,7). Return via 

Arlesheim - the Ermitage is an artificial landscape created in 1785 thanks to the efforts of a lady from 

Solothurn, inspired by English gardens and possibly also by the Verena gorge in Solothurn. 

  

Mariastein: Baroque painting (ceiling of the church), ex-votos in the time of globalization 


