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Thematic excursion chtour 

 

Miracles and places of pilgrimage in rural Lucerne 

Departure at 9.00 from Berne, return to Berne at about 19.00. Registration requested. Saturdays and Sundays. 

For the same tour on a weekday please register six weeks in advance.  

The tradition of pilgrimages ended in the State of Bern in 1528 with the Reformation. Altar pieces and statues 

of saints were thrown out of the churches – they were not mentioned in the holy Bible, and they were 

therefore considered as relicts of a time of idolatry. Because no more saints were allowed, even the graves of 

the reformers never became places of pilgrimage and worship. 

Catholic faith remained in canton Lucerne, and until now, at least 30 places of pilgrimage of regional or local 

significance exist in rural canton Lucerne. Before insurances, social workers, modern hospitals, psychiatrists and 

various therapists started caring about the population, there were the saints ready to intervene before God on 

behalf of the pilgrims. They then thanked for their recovery or for being saved in dangerous situations by 

hanging ex-voto tablets or paintings in the chapels they had visited for their prayers. 

  

Fourteen holy helpers in a late gothic chapel, from left to right: Christopher, Blaise, Cyriakus, Denis (Dionysos), 

Barbara, Catharine of Alexandria, Margaret of Antioch, Eustace (above), George (below), Erasmus, Agatius, 

Pantaleon, Vitus (St. Veit, unten), Agathius (oben).  

Many of these pilgrimage churches and chapels stand alone, far from the villages, on hilltops or in other 

beautiful locations that help people pray and meditate.  Sometimes, a chaplaincy or nearby guest house caters 

for the needs of the pilgrims. And there are still faithful persons praying there and confirming by their ex-votos 

that their prayers were heard. 
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The origin of most pilgrimage places is linked to a story or legend about a miracle – unexpected recovery from 

sickness, the appearance of Holy Mary, the safe return from a dangerous pilgrimage. Some of the pilgrimage 

places are known, protected as cultural heritage, shown on maps, and equipped with alarms. Other places are 

less known, less prestigious, a nearby farmer family may care for the building. 

During the excursion, we visit the known pilgrimage site of Hergiswald. A copy of the Santa Casa of Loreto is 

built inside the chapel – the Santa Casa is the birthplace of Jesus allegedly transported from Palestine to Italy 

by angels. Hergiswald is also known by its painted ceiling. A similar painted ceiling will be visited at Mariazell. 

  

Painted ceilings in Hergiswald (left) und Mariazell/Sursee (right). The closed garden and the ivory tower are 

mentioned in the bible, in the Song of Songs. In this context, they symbolize Holy Mary.   

During the excursion, we visit an additional six pilgrimage chapels in the North-Eastern part of the canton. 

  

Saint Odile or Ottilie helps with good eyesight 


