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Thematic excursion chtour 

Sources, rivers and a museum dedicated to the painter Gustave Courbet 

Departure at 9.00 from Berne, return to Berne at about 19.00. Registration requested. Saturdays and Sundays. 

For the same tour on a weekday please register six weeks in advance.  

The source of the river Loue in the French department number 25 (Doubs) is closer to Bern than Zurich airport. 

As we visit France, food is an issue. The French gastronomic menu is considered a part of the UNESCO world 

cultural heritage in 2010. During our reconnaissance tour for this excursion, we liked the simple lunch menu 

below. And because it did not only look good but also tasted good, we propose to eat lunch in that restaurant 

during our excursion. 

   

Three administrative regions of France have a border with Switzerland: Alsace, across the border from Basel, 

the Région Rhône-Alpes surrounding Geneva, and finally the Franche-Comté, probably less known.  

But there are links between Switzerland and the Franche-Comté. In 1475, when the Franche-Comté belonged 

to the Grand Duchy of Burgundy, Bernese troops destroyed and burned Montbenoît Abbey so thoroughly that 

it had to be abandoned for nine years and that Duke Charles the Bold invaded Switzerland with his army. But 

this led to his defeats at Grandson and Murten in 1476, to his own death in the battle of Nancy in 1477 and, 

after almost two hundred years, to the inclusion of the Franche-Comté into France. Today, many French work 

in the watch making industry in Switzerland in Le Locle, La Chaux-de-Fonds or in Vallée de Joux. As for public 

transport, the French railway company SNCF runs three times per day a slow, diesel-powered rail car service 

with the name ligne des horlogers between Besançon, the capital of the Franche-Comté, and Switzerland. 

Places outside Besançon are even less accessible by public transport. 

 

Source of the River Loue – photograph, painting by Gustave Courbet the museum at Ornans 
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The excursion itself has a few esthetical highlights. 

First of all, there is the wide landscape with low population density of the French Jura. We visit the Doubs 

waterfall (below left side), the cliff of the Roche du Prêtre, an incredible viewpoint, the source of the river Loue 

with its villages and small towns (below right side: Ornans). 

 

In Ornans, the paintings of the Gustave Courbet (1819-1877) also show the beauty of this part of France. The 

museum is where Courbet grew up. Two additional buildings have been added for the museum re-opened in 

2011.  

In 1873, after the Paris Commune was crushed, Courbet was held responsible in a process for the destruction 

of the Vendôme Column in France during the months of the Commune, a monument in memory of the 

victories of Napoleon, which he had indeed proposed to disassemble because of the imperial ideas of war and 

conquest it stands for and that were, in his mind, contrary to the republican ideals of the Commune. As he was 

requested to pay a compensation that was far beyond his possibilities, he fled to Switzerland and spent the last 

years of his life on the shores of Lake Geneva. Courbet said about himself: “when I am dead let this be said of 

me: 'He belonged to no school, to no church, to no institution, to no academy, least of all to any régime except 

the régime of liberty’”.  

  

Obviously, A day is too short to see much of the Franche-Comte. We are pleased to organize for interested 

customers a two-day tour to visit a other places in the beautiful Franche-Comté Region. 


