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Thematic excursion chtour 

 

Bernese Oberland: The power of water and the origins of tourism 

Waterfalls, power plants and natural crystals.  

Departure at 9.00 from Berne, return to Berne at about 19.00. Registration requested. Saturdays and 

Sundays. For the same tour on a weekday please register six weeks in advance. The tour is only 

possible from June (opening of the Grimsel Pass road) to mid-October. 

Waterfalls and the origins of tourism 

Long before the first alpinists climbed to the mountain peaks of Switzerland, travellers came to visit 

the spectacular waterfalls of the alpine Bernese Oberland region. One of them was famous German 

writer Johann Wolfgang von Goethe who visited Switzerland in 1779. Before him, other writers of the 

Age of Enlightenment have written about the Alps - one of them was the scientist Albrecht von Haller 

who in 1729 introduced in his widely read poem “Die Alpen” a more positive way of looking at the 

Alps that were before just seen as a rough, dangerous and terrifying obstacle on the way to Italy.      

In the morning of our tour, we visit a spectacular waterfall, a place that had been seen by Goethe but 

that was later forgotten by tourism. Around the site, no hotel, no souvenir shop, only farms and 

military installations. The place has not changed much since Goethe saw it and is suitable to 

remember the origins of tourism. 

  

Inside the mountain: old tunnels, natural crystals 

Hydroelectric energy for one million people   

We then drive to the Grimsel area where the Aare River has its origin. After lunch, our excursion 

continues with a guided tour by the operating company (Kraftwerke Oberhasli, KWO) through one of 

the most important sites of hydroelectric power production in the Alps. We visit the Grimsel 1 power 

plant and understand the complicated network of tunnels and galleries inside the KWO concession 

area. We also have the opportunity to see a cavern full of natural crystals hidden one kilometre 
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inside the rocks. The cavern was accidentally found in 1974 when a new tunnel was opened by the 

company. 

After a ride to the Grimsel Pass that connects the cantons of Bern and Wallis /Valais (altitude: 2165 

meters above the sea), we return to the oldest Grimsel dam where KWO plans an increase of the 

dam by 23 meters in order to boost electricity production to contribute to the government strategy 

for the post-nuclear era. Organisations dedicated to nature conservation however want to protect an 

area that would be flooded and oppose the project.  

  

On the surface: Grimsel Pass landscape (with snow as of end of June 2013), old Grimsel dam (1932) 

Known highlights 

All the water used to generate power in the Grimsel area later takes its way down through the 

narrow Aare gorge – another example of the power of water and a must for visitors (1.5 km walk). 

  

Aare gorge, Reichenbach waterfall       

To the participants of the tour that are not tired yet, we propose a visit of the known Reichenbach 

waterfall and see the exact place where Sherlock Holmes has been fighting with Dr. Moriarty 

according to the story „The final problem“ by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, published in 1893. Good shoes 

help to reach the very place where the two fell into the abyss. 


